[bookmark: _GoBack]Students will submit a draft of their research paper that offers a concise and well-organized introduction to the topic, as well as a literature review that synthesizes empirical studies (quantitative or qualitative) that have been conducted to examine the issue in which they are researching. The introduction will cover foundational information about the topic, while the literature review will discuss what is known about the topic, what remains unknown or in need of further research, and how other scholars have designed research on the topic.
Students will each complete a preliminary draft of their “Topic Overview” and “Literature Review” to be graded by the instructor in preparation for the IRB Research Proposal. The draft should be completed in its entirety as much as possible and include a summary and synthesis of the information obtained from the sources that were identified on the Annotated Bibliography assignment (Checkpoint 4). 
The draft must adhere to APA (7th ed.) formatting guidelines and include both in-text citations and a Reference page (including a minimum of 10 scholarly sources). 
The Topic Overview and Literature Review (Draft) is worth a total of 50 points.
Student submissions must utilize track changes and be submitted as Microsoft Word documents. If track changes are not included, the instructor can deny grading the assessment until track changes are added. PDF files will not be accepted and/or graded.
A reference page of sources must include active weblinks to sources and DOIs (books and journal articles). Those submissions that do not include proof of the citation will be deducted points based on the instructor’s discretion.
Submissions received before the deadline will be considered for full credit using the criteria listed on the assignment rubric listed below:
	Assessment Criteria
	Points Possible
	Score

	Topic Overview (Provides a comprehensive overview of the chosen topic, including its significance and context within criminal justice; Information is relevant, accurate, and demonstrates depth of research)
 
	10
	 

	Literature Review (Provides a comprehensive overview of at least 5 empirical studies on the topic being researched; Discussion includes details about the study’s purpose, research design, findings, and research/policy implications)
 
	10
	 

	Organization (Paper flows logically, with smooth transitions between ideas; paragraphs are cohesive and do not digress from topic; includes proper headings for each section of the paper)
	3
	 

	In-Text Citations (Proper use of APA 7th edition in-text citations for all referenced information; All claims are supported by appropriate and credible sources.)
	2
	 

	APA In-Text Citation Formatting (Citations are correctly formatted according to APA standards and properly align with sources listed on the reference page)
	10
	 

	Reference Page (Includes a minimum of 10 credible academic sources [e.g., encyclopedia articles, peer-reviewed articles, books, government reports]; proper APA 7th edition formatting for all references); all weblinks and DOIs are provided/accessible
	10
	 

	Grammar and Mechanics (Writing is clear, concise, and free of grammatical, punctuation, and spelling errors; proper use of academic language appropriate for a graduate-level paper)
	3
	 

	Length Requirements and Adherence to Guidelines (Paper meets the 6 double-spaced page requirement [excluding title and reference pages; submission follows all stated guidelines [track changes are included])
	2
	 

	Total
	50
	 


***
Introduction:
· The Introduction section of your paper should include a description of the background of the problem that facilitates the understanding of the problem.
Introductions should:
· Describe the topic/issue in detail to include definitions, statistics, and foundational information to set the scene for the rest of the paper that will review literature on the topic.
· The last paragraph of the Introduction should include the research question and thesis statement that will guide the rest of the paper and lead into the Literature Review section.
· Be at least 1-2 (double spaced) pages.
 
Literature Review:
A literature review is a comprehensive summary of previous research on a topic. The literature review surveys scholarly articles, books, and other sources relevant to a particular area of research. The review should enumerate, describe, summarize, objectively evaluate, and clarify this previous research. A portion of these sources should have been previously identified and summarized in the Annotated Bibliography.
 
Literature Reviews should:
· Clearly state the major research topic that will be discussed and identify the broad problem area without being too global.
· Discuss the general importance of your topic for the field of criminology/criminal justice.
· Include research that is most relevant to the topic and variables being studied. Use the studies in your literature review as “evidence” that research on the topic, or a research question, is important. Research that explains the relationship between variables should be included. Do not attempt to cover everything written on your topic.
· Define any specialized terms.
· Be organized. There are several ways that you can format a literature review:
1. Topical order – organize by main topics or issues; emphasize the relationship of the issues to the main “problem”
2. Chronological order – organize the literature by the dates the research was published.
3. Problem-cause-solution order – organize the review so that it moves from the problem to the solution.
4. General-to-specific order – examine broad-based research first and then focus on specific studies that relate to the topic.
5. Specific-to-general order – discuss specific research studies so conclusions can be drawn. 
6. Known-to-unknown order – examine the current literature about the problem and then identify at the end what still is not known.
7. Comparison-and-contrast order – show how research studies are similar and different.
· Be at least 5-7 (double-spaced) pages.
 
Directions: 
· It is expected that you utilize a minimum of ten sources in your Topic Overview and Literature Review that relate directly to the topic/issue you are researching.
· Your Topic Overview and Literature Review should include headings and subheadings for major categories of information to help organize the paper.
· Your paper draft should be formatted to adhere to APA-style (7th ed.) and must include in-text citations and a Reference page of your sources.
· Use Microsoft Word to write your paper, using Times New Roman, 12-point font, with 1-inch margins. You do not need a running head. Please insert page numbers at the bottom of the page, centered.
· Submit your document on Moodle by the due date.
Be sure to double-check the grading rubric before you submit your work to ensure that you have included all necessary components.

