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Problem Statement
[bookmark: _GoBack]Child sex trafficking has become rampant and thus has become an issue of global concern. This organization has become more troublesome by the development of digital technology, especially social media platforms. On the other hand, it has been proven that law enforcement has also been able to use these same social media platforms to infiltrate child sex trafficking.
Introduction
Social media has accelerated the rate at which sex trafficking has occurred in many nations. Even though child trafficking incidents have been there for many decades, social media platforms have accelerated the vice to the experience that people have today. Minor sex trafficking occurs more often than we think. It has been recently recognized as the most traumatizing experience and abuse among youths in the United States. According to statistics released by the local youth sex trafficking department, the number of child abuse and trafficking cases has increased over the years (Moore, Houck, Hirway, Barron & Goldberg, 2017). The department deals with recruitment, housing, disbursement, provision, or handling a person to commit a commercial sexual activity. However, the department's jurisdiction is limited to American citizens or immigrants residing in the country but below 18 years of age. Recent research was conducted that illustrated all the psychological variables, demographics, and abuse experience of DMST minors.  
According to the survey, all the 25 reports of sexual harassment by minors between August 2013 and November 2015 were viewed with hindsight. A significant percentage of the sample surveyed was made up of females with a mean age of 16 years. Even though the report evaluated that most females were sexually harassed during this period, the findings found out that most females live with their parents and guardians (Moore, Houck, Hirway, Barron & Goldberg, 2017). The records of drug and substance about staked at 92%, the minors in protective services, or other customers stood at 28%. A history of runaway misconduct stood at 60%, and youth mistreatment cases stood at 88%.
Nevertheless, a parallel statistic vindicated a lower variation of the number of teenagers defiled outside their marital homes. However, this report indicated that 60% of the DMST patients had a reputable relationship with their abuser. Furthermore, sexual assault cases were motivated by financial factors.
Sex trafficking occurs in many settings. While most face-to-face interactions occur in physical contexts, solicitation of sex commercials occurs on online platforms. The DMST victims survey outlined that over 90% of solicitations occurred through Facebook, WhatsApp, and Instagram. Only about 50% of the cases occurred entirely through face to face conversations (Moore, Houck, Hirway, Barron & Goldberg, 2017). In most cases, sexual harassment occurs due to prevailing family psychosocial olden times that have rendered the victims susceptible to sexual exploitation. Moreover, sexual experiences were perpetuated by online traffickers. Even though this study was preliminary, it gave all the pragmatic evidence of the prevailing motivations, variables, and victimized minors' experiences.  
Human sex trafficking takes place in many countries, globally. However, it was most prevalent in developed nations before the eve of social media. Countries like China, United Kingdom, United States, and Japan recorded higher child sex trafficking cases over the past ten years. With social media, more and more people interact via online platforms every day. Most social media users are minors below the age of 18 years, and thus they interact with many people globally (Moore, Houck, Hirway, Barron & Goldberg, 2017). On the other and, sex traffickers are aware that most minors are not mindful of sexual trafficking methods, so they remain potential victims over time. Even though many attempts have been made to prevent sex trafficking in many countries, there is still no clear-cut strategy to curb this vice. 
According to recent studies, approximately 70% of all minors between 13 and 17 use various social media platforms. This is a considerable population, and it increases the vulnerability of sexual trafficking. Online luring is very secure to traffickers compared to physical trafficking, where they are prone to arrest by the police force or attacks by the public. The National Human Trafficking Hotline recorded an increase in online sex trafficking cases between 2015 and 2018. According to statistics, this increase can be attributed to the rising financial challenges in households. Sex traffickers survey online posts to identify the teenagers who are regularly posting data related to their household's prevailing economic challenges (Moore, Houck, Hirway, Barron & Goldberg, 2017). When these minors are lured to commercial sex, they barely disagree since they are in abject need for finance. With these statistics at hand, it is crystal clear that social media has increased sex trafficking cases in many regions.
Various legislations have been enacted to control sexual trafficking through online platforms. At first, the UNODC has published the need for implementing the Model Act on Trafficking of Persons that is focused on improving global alliance in mitigating sex trafficking. Furthermore, other international and state organizations have also enacted laws to reduce sex trafficking. The Communications Decency Law has made tremendous progress in enacting strong policies that govern online pornographic sites and child trafficking acts (Moore, Houck, Hirway, Barron & Goldberg, 2017). Other projects like the Polaris project have improved the response to sex trafficking. This project was started by Katherine and Derek from Brown University, who had spotted an active Brothel near their campus. It is a non-profitable project that aims to improve the lives of sex trafficking victims and prevent further crimes. On the other hand, social media companies have interacted with various law enforcement agencies to ensure that minors do not fall victims of sexual trafficking.
There have been various significant steps in the fight against sex trafficking. However, we are still a long way from controlling the growth of the sex trafficking business. More security protocols and commitments are needed to curb social media platforms from initiating sex trafficking growth. This research paper aims to identify the courses of sex trafficking, how this business is conducted via social media platforms, and illustrating measures that various governments have taken. The research paper will also demonstrate the role of every person in the fight against sex trafficking.
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