Week 1 Overview
In the first week, we will start off by discussing the three components of the U.S. criminal justice system, as it relates to crime control and due process. Next, we will delve into the course textbook. This week’s reading requirement is chapters 1 and 2 of the course textbook. You will converse about the different influences on crime by the media, social media, myths, and public opinion. To better understand the course objectives, we will identify the functions of crime myths. We will define the fears and facts about crime and criminals as it relates to myths and public opinion. We will also review the Uniform Crime Reports and the National Crime Victimization Survey.
Weekly Objectives
Identify the functions of crime myths.
Recognize the powerful myth-makers and their specific influences in crime myths.
Analyze the creation and the characterization of crime myths.
Describe the selection and dissemination of myths.
Define the fears and facts about crime and criminals.
Review the Uniform Crime Reports and the National Crime Victimization Survey.
Explain the reality of crime and crime images.
Week 2 Overview
In this second week, we will read chapters 3 and 4 of the course textbook. In chapter 3, you will learn more about the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children. Chapter 4 discusses the facts concerning serial killers and the myth and misconception the public receives concerning serial murders.
You will also begin your research paper this week, starting with the title page and abstract. This week is crucial, for it represents the topic you are presenting for approval for your research paper. The final project for this course is a well-developed research paper addressing a significant issue in criminal justice. The final paper is due in week 8, but you should review its requirements now because you will complete different components of the project starting this week, and including weeks 3, 6, and 7. You will submit your research paper during week 7 for my review. I will provide you feedback from my review which will assist you in your final presentation of your final research paper to be submitted week 8. For this project, you will identify an existing criminal justice issue and consider how this issue has been addressed by the criminal justice and legal systems and how policies attempt to address the issues. Follow the course syllabus to ensure your compliance of course submission requirements.
Weekly Objectives
Discuss the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children.
Understand the variables in statistical data concerning missing and exploited children.
Update yourself on current prevention and legal perspectives in combatting criminal activity.
Research the myths and misconception of serial murders.
Week 3 Overview
In this third week, we will focus on chapters 5 and 6 of the course textbook. Chapter 5 focuses on criminal stalking, and chapter 6 involves organized crime. How well is your knowledge concerning the laws on stalking? Does that knowledge coincide with the laws or what is purported on drama television? Is your knowledge of organized crime based on historical data, or myths derived from organized crime in the media or also drama television? We shall also work on the next part of your research project: the annotated bibliography. Before we continue, how much experience do you have in writing in APA format? Ensure that you refer to the lecture. Familiarize yourself, and continue onto this next step. Provide at least 8 resources you would like to use for your research paper. I will review. This initial review will assist you in your completion of your final research paper.
Weekly Objectives
Recognize the media depictions of stalkers.
Understand the actual threat of stalking and how we are still defining stalking.
Discover how law enforcement and subsequent punishment is still adapting to criminal stalking.
What is the history and the myth of organized crime in the United States.
Recognize how traditional organized crime have constantly adapted to transnational organized crime.
Analyze the new methodologies of organized crime.
Weekly Overview 
Get your thinking cap on! Have you ever written a reaction paper? Venture forward to summarize what you have learned from the textbook at this halfway point.
Weekly Objectives
Define corporate crime.
Explain the myth of corporate crime and criminal justice.
Demonstrate knowledge in real corporate crime, the cost of corporate crime, and the normalcy of corporate crime.
Understand the myths and facts concerning the war against drugs.
Realize the larger picture on the war on drugs at the source, at the border, and the drug consumers.
Describe the hot topics on how the drug wars have racial and gender implications.
Assess and describe instances on how law enforcement has been negatively affected and has been a burden in the war against drugs.
