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Summary of Clinical Issue (200-250 words): 
The CDC reports that daily, at least one patient in 31 patients acquires a Healthcare Acquired Infection (HAI). Over 2 million hospitalized patients acquire HAIs and these infections are responsible for the deaths of over 90,000  people on an annual basis. These infections are responsible for prolonged hospital stays and increased costs that result from the additional treatments the patient has to undergo. Unfortunately, most HAIs go unnoticed until after discharge of the patients for their initial illness. Any patient can easily acquire infections while receiving care at the hospital but the elderly, children and those with pre-existing conditions are at greater risk. Children have underdeveloped immune systems making them more vulnerable to these infections. Further, children are unable to consciously and deliberately follow effective hygiene practices making them reliant on their families and caregivers. Among the most recommended precautionary methods against the transmission of HAIs is the practice of effective hand hygiene practices. This method is important and has been known to significantly reduce the incidence of HAIs. However, despite its obvious advantages most healthcare professionals rarely practice it and if they do, they only do so partially. There, therefore, exists a need to investigate the compliance to hand hygiene promotion practices among nurses in reducing the incident of HAIs among pediatric patients.
PICOT Question:
Does the promotion of hand hygiene practices by nurses (I) compared to non-adherence of hand hygiene practices (C) decrease the incidence of healthcare-acquired infections by patients aged 0 to 12 years (P) under inpatient care?

	Criteria
	Article 1
	Article 2
	Article 3

	APA-Formatted Article Citation with Permalink
	Fox, C., Wavra, T., Drake, D. A., Mulligan, D., Jones, L., Bennett, Y. P., Nelson, C., Kirkwood, P., & Bader, M. K. (2015). Use of a Patient Hand Hygiene Protocol to Reduce Hospital-Acquired Infections and Improve Nurses’ Hand Washing. American Journal of Critical Care, 24(3), 216–224. https://doi-org.lopes.idm.oclc.org/10.4037/ajcc2015898

Link:
https://lopes.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ccm&AN=103799805&site

	de Oliveira, A. C., & de Almeida Pinto, S. (2018). Patient participation in hand hygiene among health professionals. Revista Brasileira de Enfermagem, 71(2), 259–264. https://doi-org.lopes.idm.oclc.org/10.1590/0034-7167-2016-0124

Link:
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ccm&AN=127988205&site=ehost-live&scope=site



	Hoffmann, L. M., Wegner, W., Biasibetti, C., de Ávila Peres, M., Gerhardt, L. M., & Koja Breigeiron, M. (2019). Patient safety incidents identified by the caregivers of hospitalized children. Revista Brasileira de Enfermagem, 72(3), 707–714. https://doi-org.lopes.idm.oclc.org/10.1590/0034-7167-2018-0484

Link:
https://lopes.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ccm&AN=137360737&site=ehost-live&scope=site


	How Does the Article Relate to the PICOT Question?
	The study aims to find out how an intervention would reduce the incidence of HAIs and improve the adherence of nurses to hand hygiene measures.

	The study assesses how medical staff view patients participation in hand hygiene. 
	The study pinpoints the main safety issues of concern for children identified by their hospital caregivers.

	Quantitative, Qualitative (How do you know?)
	Quantitative.
The study was experimental.
	Quantitative.
The study was a cross-sectional study.

	Qualitative.
The study was qualitative.

	Purpose Statement
	To assess the effectiveness of a new hand hygiene procedure for patients in reducing the rates of HAIs and improving the adherence of nurses to hand hygiene measures.

	To determine the views that medical professionals have in relation to the role of patients in observing good hand hygiene.
	To determine the issues of patient safety pointed out by the caregivers of hospitalized children.

	Research Question
	Does the hand hygiene intervention decrease the occurrence of HAIs while improving compliance to hand hygiene measures by nurses?

	What are the attitudes of health staff towards the participation of patients in hand hygiene?
	What are the main patient safety incidents identified by the caregivers of hospitalized children?

	Outcome
	HAIs rates and compliance rates.
	The role of patients in reminding healthcare staff about hand hygiene practices.

	Patient safety incidents.

	Setting 
(Where did the study take place?) 
	A mission hospital in California.
	A university hospital in Brazil.
	Three hospitals with pediatric wings in Brazil.

	Sample
	2326 patients

	150 participants
	40 participants

	Method
	Convenience sampling method.
	Convenience sampling method.
	Voluntary sampling method.

	Key Findings of the Study
	The rates of HAIs declined but not significantly.
The adherence rates of nurses improved but not significantly.

	Some health professionals advocated for patient participation in ensuring hand hygiene compliance due to forgetfulness. 
Others rejected this participation claiming that they are aware of their responsibilities.

	Hand hygiene is an important patient safety incident 

	Recommendations of the Researcher
	Consistent quality improvement measures to be implemented to oversee long-term adherence to the protocols.
More studies to be made to investigate other ways of controlling HAIs.
	More training on effective hand hygiene practices for health professionals.

	
	Collaboration in terms of more effective communication between patients and their caregivers.
More research on effective patient safety practices.



	Criteria
	Article 4
	Article 5
	Article 6

	APA-Formatted Article Citation with Permalink
	Flannigan, K. (2015). Asking for hand hygiene: Are patients comfortable asking, and, are healthcare providers comfortable being asked? Canadian Journal of Infection Control, 30(2), 105–109.

Link:
https://lopes.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ccm&AN=109155425&site=ehost-live&scope=site

 
	de Oliveira Dourado, C. A. R., da Costa Barros, D. do C., Diogo de Vasconcelos, R. V., & da Silva Santos, A. H. (2017). Survey on Knowledge, Attitude and Hygiene Practice of Hands by Nursing Professionals. Journal of Nursing UFPE / Revista de Enfermagem UFPE, 11(3), 1136–1145. https://doi-org.lopes.idm.oclc.org/10.5205/reuol.10544-93905-1-RV.1103201703

Link:
https://lopes.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ccm&AN=121858112&site=ehost-live&scope=site

	Aparecida Cardoso Maroldi, M., da Silva Felix, A. M., Lima Dias, A. A., Yaeko Kawagoe, J., Padoveze, M. C., Ferreira, S. A., Zem-Mascarenhas, S. H., Timmons, S., & Moralez Figueiredo, R. (2017). Adherence to precautions for preventing the transmission of microorganisms in primary health care: a qualitative study. BMC Nursing, 16, 1–8. https://doi-org.lopes.idm.oclc.org/10.1186/s12912-017-0245-z

Link:	
https://lopes.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ccm&AN=125096221&site=ehost-live&scope=site


	How Does the Article Relate to the PICOT Question?
	This study assesses the relationships between patients and health professionals concerning hand hygiene compliance.
	This study investigates the knowledge, attitude and practices of nurses about hand hygiene.

	The study investigates the factors that affect adherence to the implementation of methods against HAIs.

	Quantitative, Qualitative (How do you know?)
	Qualitative.
The methods of data collection were qualitative.
	Quantitative.
This study was a cross-sectional study.
	Qualitative.
The research design was qualitative with data gathered from focus groups.


	Purpose Statement
	To investigate the comfort levels of patients and their doctors and nurses in adhering to hand hygiene practices,
	To assess the knowledge, attitudes and practices of nurses who work in intensive care units regarding hand hygiene.

	To find out the factors that influence the compliance of measures against HAIs transmission.

	Research Question
	Are patients comfortable asking and doctors or nurses comfortable being asked about hand hygiene?

	What are the knowledge, attitudes and practices of nurses regarding hand hygiene?

	What are the issues which affect the adherence to preventive measures against the spread of HAIs?

	Outcome
	Comfort levels.
	 A declining gradient in the knowledge, attitudes and practices.

	The factors that affect adherence.

	Setting 
(Where did the study take place?) 
	The study was done in the Algoma district.
	The study took place in Pernambuco in Brazil.
	The study took place among five primary healthcare units in Brazil.

	Sample
	433 participants
	131 participants.
	4 focus groups each comprising of 20 healthcare professionals.


	Method
	Voluntary sampling method
	Non-probabilistic sampling method.
	Voluntary sampling method.

	Key Findings of the Study
	The public indicated general discomfort in asking for hand hygiene compliance from healthcare professionals.
The public feels more comfortable to ask when they know that their doctors and nurses do not mind being asked.
	Participants expressed doubts about the use of alcohol-based measures.
Despite recording high indices in the knowledge and attitudes, low indices were recorded for the practice of hand hygiene measures.

	The main factors that contribute to non-adherence of preventive measures are inadequate training, low-risk perception, inadequate knowledge, insufficient infrastructures.

	Recommendations of the Researcher
	Interventions to impart knowledge in the public as well as medical staff on the importance of hand hygiene adherence.
Hand hygiene to be done in front of the patients as a reassurance of compliance.
	Multiple interventions to encourage compliance to hand hygiene measures.
More training for health professionals to control the transmission of HAIs.
	More training to prepare healthcare professionals and equip them with the necessary skills and knowledge.
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