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What are legitimate topics?  There are many possible topics, so I urge you not to anguish over it.  Pick something that sounds interesting and go with it.  Feel free to ask me for topic ideas.  I can offer suggestions if you are unsure of your choice.  You will undoubtedly find plenty of material to work with.  Here are some suggestions for general topic areas: 
 
• Discussion of some current astronomical discovery.  The Mars Insight or Mars Curiosity rover, or a future or another current space mission, New Horizons, Dawn, Juno, the Europa mission, the James Webb Space Telescope, are all examples of interesting topics.  There are tons of ideas on the web these topics and many others. •  MESSENGER that orbited around Mercury and later was intentionally crashed into Mercury, The NASA TESS or Kepler spacecraft discoveries, extrasolar planets, future or current observatories, an observatory on the Moon; is it a good idea?  • Discussion of an astronomical system that you find particularly interesting. 
• The James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) why is it so late and so over budget?  
• The Hubble Space Telescope (HST) 
• The influence of astronomy on society, or the international space programs 
• Historical perspective on some aspect of astronomy or the space program.  Biographies are always good.  There are plenty of interesting figures in astronomy.   • Politics and astronomy and/or the space program or US space policy or the lack of one 
• Your home country’s space program 
• China’s Chang’e 4 lunar lander 
• China’s new giant radio telescope 
You should also feel free to pick a different topic of your own design.  If you are having difficulty doing so, ask me or one of the TAs for help.  There is plenty of fertile material out there, so don’t stress-out or fear that someone else is covering the same topic.  
 
After choosing your topic, gather materials and information, synthesize the material and formulate what you would like to say.  Don’t just be a stenographer, parroting the material you find, but develop and express your own ideas and opinions.  As you read the researched material carefully, your own observations and questions will arise.  When drafting your paper, follow the format of first introducing your subject, including a brief statement of what you are going to tell the reader. Then present the material that is relevant for your discussion and make your main points, supported by sources with citations. Discuss why your topic and/or discussion is interesting or important, and finish with some concluding remarks. Be careful to avoid embarrassment through the cavalier use of auto correction and spell checker tools.  Use your best grammar. 

