
ENG 205 Problem Solution Essay Rubric
	Performance Indicators
	Outstanding
	Good
	Competent
	Needs Work

	[bookmark: _Hlk488927461]Thesis Statement
A clear thesis statement indicates the essay's
argument and position on the topic.
	Provides a strong and specific statement of the essay’s focus and purpose (problem and solution)
	Provides a clear statement of the essay’s focus and purpose (problem and solution)
	Provides a general statement of the essay’s focus and purpose (problem and solution)
	Provides a vague or no statement of the essay’s focus and purpose (problem and solution)

	Focus
The essay thoroughly defines and analyzes the problem. The problem’s causes and effects are carefully examined. The solution is specific and well thought out. 
	Offers a strong and thorough examination of the problem, including what it is, what has caused it, and what the effects are, and the solution.  
	Offers a satisfactory examination of the problem, including what it is, what has caused it, and what the effects are, and the solution
	Offers a basic examination of the problem, including what it is, what has caused it, and what the effects are, and the solution; additional details are needed
	Offers an unsatisfactory examination of the problem, including what it is, what has caused it, and what the effects are, and the solution

	Paragraphs & Development
The essay’s paragraphs are fully developed and include various logical appeals and specific examples.  Ideas are well organized.  Each body paragraph begins with a topic sentence and ends with a concluding sentence. Problem-solution analysis is based on the Dewey Sequence.
	Reveals a strong understanding of development and organization; problem-solution analysis is heavily based on the Dewey Sequence.
	Reveals a clear understanding of development and organization; problem-solution analysis is based on the Dewey Sequence.
	Reveals a partial or very basic understanding of development and organization; problem-solution analysis is somewhat based on the Dewey Sequence. 
	Reflects a lack of understanding of development and organization; problem-solution analysis is not based on the Dewey Sequence.

	Use of Support
Credible outside support is appropriately used.  Support comes from a variety of sources. No more than 20% of the essay is quoted text.
	Demonstrates masterful use of paraphrasing, quoting, and APA style in-text citations and references
	Demonstrates skillful use of paraphrasing, quoting, and APA style in-text citations and references
	Demonstrates limited but appropriate use of paraphrasing, quoting, and APA style in-text citations and references
	Demonstrates minimal or no use of paraphrasing, quoting, and APA style in-text citations and references

	MECHANICS, USAGE, GRAMMAR, SPELLING (MUGS)  
	This piece has been revised and edited well. There may be a few errors, but they do not detract from the readability of the piece.
	A good solid attempt at revising and editing has been made. Only a few MUGS errors remain, but they don’t detract from the readability of the piece too badly.
	While an attempt at revising and editing has been made, there are still several errors that detract from the readability of the piece.
	This paper was not revised and/or edited carefully.  Many errors detract from the readability of the essay.

	APA Format & Basic Requirements
[bookmark: _GoBack]The essay is in proper APA format.  Outside support is properly cited and referenced in APA style. Excluding the cover page and references page the essay is a minimum of 1,200 words. Essays uses a minimum of 4 unique sources.
	There are no APA formatting errors; a minimum of 4 unique sources are used; the essay is a minimum of 1,200 words
	There are very few APA formatting errors; a minimum of 4 unique sources are used; the essay is a minimum of 1,200 words
	There are some APA formatting errors; 3 unique sources are used; the essay is a minimum of 1,100 words
	There are many APA formatting errors; 2 or less unique sources are used; the essay is less than 1,100 words



