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Thomas (2013) is stating that education reflects social stratification because poverty is the biggest predictor of attending and completing college. Ferris and Stein (2014) say that
in school, we learn our places in the larger society… students [can] lose access to courses… which effectively locks them out of certain colleges, certain majors, and even certain future careers all by the time they’re sixteen years old (p. 303)
and students do not have control over this. Ferris and Stein (2014) also state that it may be worth the extra debt to attend college in order to make more money later. Thomas (2013) also says “the only long-term solution to poverty might be a good education, a good education is seldom available to children living in poverty” (para. 9). Without scholarships and with hardships, college may be unreachable for many. When it is necessary to work just to have food and housing, college may not seem to be worthwhile, especially when someone already feels shut out from opportunities.
Thomas (2014) explains that we have spent billions on Medicaid, food stamps, Head Start, and welfare. I have often heard there is a lot of scholarship money going unclaimed, but many might not fit the qualifications for the scholarships. Making scholarships easier to access would help some, but it may have the same impact as Head Start. While I do feel the educational reform could potentially be beneficial, I think one way that would be very beneficial is to have more advocates/school counselors better equipped to help children in their educational decisions and let the children make more decisions about which classes they want to take. This would not make the students in poverty feel left out just because of their finances. It would also help children see the options they have for colleges and hopefully motivate them. Having an opportunity to find work would also help this complex issue.
Due to being too qualified, not qualified enough, or not bilingual, jobs can be limited to positions such as cashier, fast food, and cannery/warehouse work. Bankruptcy can impact credit scores and prevent other job opportunities. With the lack of jobs willing to hire, it may be the reason why most people do not bother with furthering their education. Many people don’t see any need to go into debt gaining a degree to sort and pack apples, for example. For social agencies, they can stop “punishing” people for working and help those that are truly trying to help themselves. For example, if a person makes $50 more in a month than they usually do, that person loses $200 in food stamps which puts even more hardships on them.
References
Ferris, K., & Stein, J. (2014). The Real World: An Introduction to Sociology. New York, NY: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc.
Thomas, O. (2013, December 10). A poverty, not education, crisis in U.S.: Column. Retrieved April 9, 2019, from https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2013/12/10/education-poverty-international-student-assessment-column/3964529/




peer 2
The author of this article, Oliver Thomas, is showing us that depending on financial status of a family, will depend on what type, if any, students will receive. We pressure our children to go school and make good grades. But there are some parents out there that can't send their child to school due to their financial statues. As a parent myself, every year I see the school supply list getting longer and longer. Or with some items we need to purchase more and more of that item. This is to cover for the children who are not able to bring in the supplies they need. We can't expect the teacher to purchase any of the supplies that weren't brought in themselves, they just aren't paid enough. Some ways to help combat inequality in education is we can raise the minimum wage in the United States. We can also increase access to high-quality pre-schools. "Preschool programs can help children gain four months of additional learning, and the highest-quality programs have been shown to help children gain an additional year of learning. Children who attend high-quality preschools have positive outcomes throughout their lifetime: They are more likely to graduate from high school, attend college, and earn higher wages as adults."(Olinsky, 2014) What can social agencies do to help combat inequality in education? T"he answer depends on the nation’s commitment to a broad and comprehensive definition of education, its recognition of the immense challenges high-poverty schools face, and its willingness to invest the money it will take to provide the consistently strong school supports and well-designed accountability systems necessary for lasting success." (Duncan, Murnane, 2015)
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