ENG 112, 2/3-page essay 
In this 2/3-page essay (this means a minimum of 2 pages to receive full credit) on Elise Juska’s novel, The Blessings, you must write a brief summary of the work and then respond to the following commentary about The Blessings. 
____________________________________________________________________
Helpful tip: read over student sample of a short summary and response essay in Reading and Writing about Literature, 4th edition on pages 59-60. 
__________________________________________________________________
Use this section to help you with your summary. 
Summary tips:  
· your reader is someone who has not read the book so please be clear in your introductory sentences
· NO more than five sentences of summary—this is a challenge, but push yourself to stick to the five-sentences as the limit 
· Use the following pages from Reading and Writing about Literature, 4th edition to help craft a strong summary: read 55 -56 (start at the heading labeled SUMMARY on page 55)
______________________________________________________________________________
Use this section to help you write your response. On the back jacket of the hardcover copy of The Blessings it reads. . .
“Elise Juska is so good at describing people, places, and moments that you not only picture them, you feel them.” –Curtis Sittenfeld
We have spent the past few weeks writing and thinking about Philadelphia and Juska’s characters so that you can respond thoughtfully to Sittenfeld’s commentary about Juska’s writing. Sittenfeld claims Juska is “so good at describing people, places, and moments that you not only picture them, you feel them”—so the question is do you agree with Sittenfeld? 
As you contemplate your response, read Chapter 5 from Reading and Writing about Literature, 4th edition, “Writing about Stories”, pages 76-79 with special attention on character and setting.
Response tips:
· Introduce Sittenfeld’s comments, use the pronoun she when referring to Sittenfeld
· Draft a clear thesis; read pages 26-28 from Reading and Writing about Literature, 4th edition
Please be aware that you may have a nuanced reading of her work; in that, you may find she makes you “feel” a very particular place in the novel but not the entire city; or perhaps she is better at describing interiors (homes, etc.) but not the city overall; or perhaps she is better at characters than she is places.  Your feelings do not have to be as sweeping as Sittenfeld’s. Think deeply about this question and respond with specific references. Read pages 30-31 in Reading and Writing about Literature, 4th edition to help you with this.
· You must make specific references to Juska’s work to support your response to Sittenfeld’s comments; see 146-169 in Reading and Writing about Literature, 4th edition to help you with in-text citations 
__________________________________________________________________________
MLA necessities 
· Heading
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· Page numbers in the upper right hand corner with your last name
· Title for your paper
· 12 pt. font, times new roman, double-spaced
· You will need a works cited entry for Juska’s novel (you may use a site like easybib.com or refworks.com to help you); please see page 154 in Reading and Writing about Literature 4the edition
· You may also use the online Purdue Owl website to help you with writing and MLA tips
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_style_introduction.html
[bookmark: _GoBack]______________________________________________________________________________
Grading
You will receive a passing score (C) if all items above are met adequately and with clarity of thought and execution. You will receive a grade of B or better if your efforts exceed the basic expectations of the assignment. This means not only meeting the basic requirements of the assignment, but that you have thoughtfully crafted your essay, proofread your essay, used strong evidence from the text, and properly formatted your quotations and document according to MLA standards as outlined in Reading and Writing about Literature, 4th edition (I’ve offered page numbers above to help you in each step of the drafting process). Letter grade of A will be given if you exceed expectations in all areas named above. Those who do not meet the requirements as outlined above will receive a non-passing grade. If you have any concerns about the grading description here please email me so I can help!  
