ENGL 1010: Expository Essay
In your “Choosing a Topic Paper,” you gave me a very brief explanation of why you chose your topic and what significance it has.  Now you may expand upon it and write me an entire paper about your topic.  Your expository essay should be 2-3 pages and formatted in MLA style.  There is no minimum number of sources you need to use, but a good guideline to follow is an average of one source/page.  
An expository essay explains.  You are going to explain your topic—what did you learn about your topic in your research?  What do you want to share?  You will not be trying to convince anyone of anything; you are simply providing information.  You may choose to explain one very narrow part of your topic or explain your topic in broad terms—it’s up to you.    
Expository Rubric
	Category
	Exceeds Expectations (10 pts)
	Meets Expectations (7 pts)
	Below Expectations (5 pts)

	MLA Header, Page Number, and Title
	There are no errors in the MLA heading, page number, or title.
	There may be some errors in the MLA heading, page number, or title.
	One or more of the MLA heading, page number, or title is missing.

	MLA Format
	The font is 12 pt.  Spacing is double.
Margins are 1”.
	One of the formatting components is incorrect.
	Two or more of the formatting components are incorrect.

	Length
	3 pages
	2 pages
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Less than 2 pages

	Works Cited
	Correctly formatted.
	Somewhat correctly formatted.
	Includes sources not cited in the paper.

	In-text Citations
	Correctly formatted.
	Somewhat correctly formatted.
	Source for in-text citations not included in the Works Cited.

	Introduction
	Gets the reader’s attention, provides background information on the topic, and has a thesis statement.
	One of the requirements is missing.
	Two or more of the requirements are missing.

	Body Paragraphs
	Start with a topic sentence then supporting details.
	Somewhat starts with a topic sentence then supporting details.
	Analyzes more than one point/idea in a paragraph.

	Conclusion
	Summarizes your paper and introduces no new information.
	Somewhat summarizes your paper and introduces no new information.
	Does not summarize your paper or introduces new information.

	Organization/ Transition
	Organization/transitions are logical and make sense.
	Organization/transitions are somewhat logical and make sense.
	The organization/transitions are illogical and/or do not make sense.

	Mechanics
	There are no distracting mechanical or grammatical errors.
	There may be some mechanical or grammatical errors, but they do not interfere with expression or meaning.
	There are several distracting mechanical and grammatical errors.



